
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The spirit of the holiday season is about giving. Giving is seeing or knowing something 
about another person, and wanting to provide something valuable to them based on what 
you see. Teaching is a true form of giving: when we teach, we provide children with 
opportunities to communicate, learn, and relate to others. 

Teaching is about all of us working together to understand difference and ability. It is 
through a shared vision that we learn to be grateful, and learn the joy that comes from 
giving ourselves to others through teaching.   

Peppermint Playdoh 
 
Ingredients: 

 1 cup flour 

 1/2 cup salt 

 2 tbs cream of tartar 

 1 tbs oil 

 Green food coloring 

 1 cup boiling water 

 10 drops Peppermint Essential Oil 

From Executive Director Jeanne Alter: 

Teaching is the Greatest Gift 
 

In the words of William Arthur Ward, “Gratitude can transform common days into thanksgivings, turn routine jobs 
into joy, and change ordinary opportunities into blessings.” 

This holiday season, we celebrate our commitment to giving our students lessons that will last a lifetime. I thank you 
for all that you give and wish you much Peace, Health, and Happiness in the New Year. 

Great Ideas for Winter Fun 

Directions: 

 Mix all ingredients except the boiling water in a large mixing 
bowl 

 Add the boiling water and mix well. Please take care when 
using boiling water around children. 

 Stir until the mixture is well combined – you may need to knead it to incorporate the color evenly. 

 Store in an airtight container 

 

Have a Holiday Singalong! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter Craft: Fun with Wrapping Paper! 

Used wrapping paper and gift boxes are 
great materials for art projects. Here are 
some things you and your child can do with 
leftover wrapping paper, scissors and some 
scotch tape: 

 Make a colorful collage with different 
pieces of wrapping paper and ribbon 

 Take a piece of wrapping paper and cut it 
into large pieces – you’ve created a puzzle! 
Help your child put Santa, the snowman or 
reindeers back together again. 

 Have your child re-wrap toys and open 
them all over again! 

OUR FAVORITE HOLIDAY STORIES 
 

Celebrate the season by reading some of our favorite bilingual 
stories with your child: 

Marco Flamenco (by Sheila Jarkins): Marco always flies south for 
the winter… but this year, he’s decided to finally experience the 
snow! 

N is for Navidad: Join a Latino celebration of Christmas from A to Z, 
enjoying the sights and symbols of the holiday. Spanish words and 
additional explanations conclude this energetic book with animated 
illustrations. 

Movement Activity: L is for Lines 

You can do this activity even in a small apartment or hallway: all you 
need is a roll of masking tape and some imagination!  

Using the tape, create different lines, grids, or patterns on the floor 
for fun movement games. Keep in mind that games can be very 
simple, with few rules, if any at all.  Leave the tape on the floor for 
the whole day and see if it inspires the children to create their own 
games! 

Celebrate the Season with Free or Low-Cost 
Activities in New York City 

Bronx Museum of the Arts  
The Bronx Museum of the Arts is always free to the 
public, and often offers special events for families. 
Visit their website to learn more: 
http://www.bronxmuseum.org/visit 

El Museo del Barrio 
El Museo hosts events throughout the year, including 
art-making workshops, storytelling, concerts, and 
more. Make sure to visit for SUPER SÁBADO (free!), 
which takes place on the third Saturday of every 
month and showcases traditions, cultural 
expressions, and the latest in Latino art. 
http://www.elmuseo.org/visit/ 

Easy Oatmeal Cookies 

Ingredients: 

 1 cup sugar 

 1 cup butter (room temperature) 

 1 cup flour 

 1 tsp. baking soda (sifted with the flour) 

 2 cups Quick Oats 

Directions: 

 Preheat oven to 350°F 

 Combine all the ingredients and mix with hands 

 Form small balls and flatten on ungreased cookie sheet 

 Bake for 8-12 minutes 

Want to dress your cookie up? Consider adding 1 tsp. vanilla, 
chocolate chips, cranberries, or chopped nuts, depending on 
your tastes. 

Left: Children can balance on 
the lines, hop from one side 
to another, or follow a 
course. They can also use a 
bean bag or a ziplock bag full 
of rice and aim for certain 
spots on the floor. 


